Herbert Rowse Armstrong.
Sir William H. Willcox
strong's illness in 1919, when she was suffering from rheumatism,
will you tell my lord and the jury what your view of her condition
at that time is, and of the rheumatism from which she was suffer-
ing in 1919?—In 1919 it was clear that she was suffering from
rheumatic symptoms; the neuritis was a localised neuritis such as
occurs in rheumatic conditions; it was clearly not the peripheral
neuritis or, as it is sometimes called, multiple neuritis, which
occurs in arsenical poisoning, and which occurred later in this
case.
Why do you say that?—Because there were no definite symp-
toms or signs in both arms and both legs, but there was a localised
neuritis in one arm and leg; there was a swelling of one wrist
joint.
In view of the condition that you have heard described of Mrs.
Armstrong in 1919, do you think that the rheumatism from which
she suffered could have caused what has been termed auto-intoxica-
tion?—It is rather the other way round. Auto-intoxication is a
term which means poisoning from the body itself; wo all sufier
from it to some extent probably; the rheumatism was an evi-
dence of some slight auto-intoxication at that time, but nothing
serious. It could not have caused heart disease by August, 1920,
I would like to make that quite clear. Rheumatic fever in early
life causes heart disease, but not the chronic rheumatism which
occurs in people of the age of Mrs. Armstrong.
If in years of adolescence a person suffers from rheumatic
fever, does that affect the heart, or may that affoo.t tho heart?—
It is usually in young people of under twenty when the heart is
affected; one does not associate heart disease with the chronic
rheumatism which it is said that Mrs. Armstrong was suffering
from. I remember the fact that Mrs. Armstrong was treated for
muscular rheumatism in May and June, and somo time in July
and August, and that then the visits ceased. I do not think from
those facts that it is possible from this rheumatism so described
that Mrs. Armstrong could have developed heart disease by August,
1920. I took careful note of the symptoms of Mrs. Armstrong's
illness which caused her to be sent to Barnwoocl Awyhim in August,
1920. From the symptoms it is difficult to say what the nature of
the toxaemia or poisoning was she was suffering from when she was
admitted to the asylum, but they are consistent with an irritant
poison having been taken. I was also told that she was suffer-
ing from melancholia, vomiting, albumeti in tho urine, and some
dilatation of the heart, and that her akin was pale and sallow.
Toxaemia might have been the cause of the melancholia'; no doubt
the time of life also partly associated with that. Mrs* Armstrong
was undoubtedly very ill when she was taken to tho asylum.
Dr, Hincks noticed a change between the time he visited her
early in the day, about midday, and the time when he went back
again later in the afternoon, after having made some arrange-
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